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SUBJECT: NEW MEXICO GUIDE FOR CARRYING CAPACITY

Purpose. To provide a guide in determining carrying capacity and
production of pastureland and hayland. :

Effective Date. Effective when received.

Explanation. Attached is a guide for determining carrying
capacities for pastureland and estimating production in tons and
bales for hayland for various kinds of forage crops and grasses
grown in New Mexico.

Bob G. McQueen
State Resource Conservationist

Attachment

Distribution:

AC - 1

DC - 1

WNTC, Portland, OR - 1

Ecological Sciences Division, Washington, D.C. - 2

Adjoining States - UT, CO, TX, OK, AZ - 1
Resource Technology Section, New Mexico - 1
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE:

1. Numbers in the guide are estimated carrying capacity in
animal units per month (AUM) per acre.

2. To estimate carrying capacity by month, multiply the AUM
shown for the level of management by the number of acres in
the field.

3. To estimate hay produced, multiply the AUM shown for the
level of management by 0.6 or 200 bales times the number of
acres in the field.

4. To estimate hay needs, calculate the number of AUM's from the
producer's planned or existing stocking rate. Subtract the
AUM on the guide for the level of management from the
calculated AUM present in the field. Multiply the result by
0.3 tons or 100 bales times the number of acres.

A WORD OF CAUTION:

This is only a guide. Planners should use their best judgement
when determining which level of management to use. It is possible
to use numbers outside the range shown on the guide, if you feel
that adjustments need to be made to fit your particular
situation, area, climate, stand conditions or the producer's
level of management. :
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GUIDE FOR CARRYING CAPACITY BY MONTH
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BALES (60F)

= animal months x 100

Produced = animal months x 200

Needed

tons
tons

- AlM's x 0.3

TONS

Conversion Factors from Animal Unit Honths (AUM) te Tons, Bales, of Hay Produced and Needed:
To get hay produced - AM's x 0.6

#Production Factors - consider level of such factors as irrigation, INM, fertilization,

grazing and haying systems, weed and insect control.

To get hay needed
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BALES {60#)

= animal months x 100

Produced = animal months x 200

Needed

tons

Conversion Factors from Animal Unit Months (ALM) to Tons, Bales, of Hay Produced and Needed:
- A's x 0.3

grazing and haying systems, veed and insect control.

To get hay produced - AM's x 0.6 = tons
#Production Factors - consider {evel of such factors as irrigation, IMM, fertilization,

~ To get hay needed
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